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dreaded falls. But morning fortunately dawned in
time, and they were enabled to reach the shore.

On Sunday, the 1st of May, one month after his
departure from Virginia, the pioneer tied his boat to
the shore at the mouth of Highland Creek, now the
dividing line between Henderson and Union coun-
ties, Kentucky. They had passed the settlements of
Virginians higher up the river, and floated on to the
extreme verge of civilization. Looking out from
their boat that Sunday morning, the prospect was
anything but encouraging. There was the river, and
the forest, but little else. Word soon reached some
settlers near by that a new family had arrived at the
mouth of Highland Creek, and several woodsmen,
who were to be their neighbors, called to pay their
respects. They produced a distressing impression,
especially on the more delicate women, dressed as
they were in hunting-shirts, and armed to the teeth.
It has been said by a family chronicler who witnessed
the ceremony of this first visit, that the pioneer then
realized the position in which he had placed his fam-
ily. His heart sank within him, and he was never
the same man afterwards.

Learning of an unoccupied cabin some six miles
further down the river, they dropped down there
the next day. Here they landed and took possession
of the sorry abode. Additions were built, ground
cleared, and preparations made to .spend the summer.

If the few people inhabiting Kentucky at that time
were rough and uncouth, the face of nature was very
beautiful. Tbe forest trees shot up to an immense
height. The wild rye, peavine, and other herbage
were interspersed with various flowers; while the
woods were vocal with the songs of birds, among